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World Non-Ferrous Conference 2016: 
A step towards collaborative efforts in the industry

The World Non-Ferrous Conference 
2016, organized by Mtlexs, on October 
7-8, 2016, brought together members 
from all segments of the non-ferrous 
metal industry including primary sector, 
secondary sector, recycling industry, 
bureaucrats, industry associations and 
user industry members, on one platform 
to discuss the issues, opportunities and 
the way forward in the sector.

Addressing the gathering in the 
inaugural session, Engr. Salam Al Sharif, 
BIR Chairman of Amb. Comm, BMR-
President & Chairman of Sharif Metals 
International stated, 

“It is an honour to represent the 
recycling industry, which is not an ordinary 
business. First half of the last century’s 
recycling industry was undermined. Today, 
the industry is sophisticated. Recycling 
industry is contributing directly to the 
fastest growing economy in the world 
which is India”.

Chief Guest for the event Mr. Satish Pai, 
Managing Director - Hindalco Industries 
Limited, spoke extensively about the 
non-ferrous metal industry of India, the 
challenges in the sector and the way 
forward and impressed upon the need for 
all sectors of the industry to collaborate 
among each other for the development 
of the industry. Mr. Satish Pai mentioned 
that growth of the non-ferrous metal 
industry is important for development of 
the country and highlighted the need for 
a level playing field for the sector. 

Also speaking at the event, Guest of 
Honour, Mr. P. Ramnath, CEO – Copper 
Business, Vedanta Industries – stated, 
“Indian market is poised to take off in 
copper industry. Domestic manufacturers 
are fully capable of feeding domestic 

demand and we are bullish on growth of 
copper demand”. However, Mr. Ramnath 
stated that the government has to address 
the inverted duty issue. 

Speaking on the occasion, Mr. Justin 
Roux – Senior Vice President – Luvata 
Group, explained historical significance 
of India in commerce industry. He further 
spoke about the future of metal industry 
which will be driven by the rise in human 
population and improvement in standard 
of living. He mentioned that India has 
better prospects than China, impressed 
upon the need for innovative non-ferrous 
metal ecosystem in India and stated that 
the conference is the first great step in this 
regard.

A Knowledge report “Indian Aluminium 
Industry: Geared for Growth” by CRISIL 
for the Aluminium Industry was launched 
at the inaugural session in presence of 
dignitaries including Mr. Satish Pai, Engr. 
Salam Sharif, Mr. Devang Rawal, Executive 
Vice President & Head – Corporate Finance 
at Aditya Birla Finance Ltd, Mr. Rahul 
Prithiani, Director Research – CRISIIL, Mr. 
Suneel Mardia, CEO – Mtlexs and Mrs. 
Saloni V. Kothari, COO – Mtlexs. 

Mtlexs also launched its e-commerce 
platform “MTLEXSSPOT” during the event, 
which is an e-marketplace for the non-
ferrous metals by Mtlexs in collaboration 
with NeML, a subsidiary of NCDEX. The 
platform was launched by Mr. Monir Al 
Sharif, Sharif Metals-UAE, Mr. Anshul 
Gupta, PGI-UAE, Mr. Suhel Motiwala, 
Met Asia Pvt Ltd, Mr. Bhadresh Pathak, 
YES Bank, Mr. Sandeep Kakar, Aditya Birla 
Finance Ltd, Mr. Shailesh Chitre, NCDEX & 
Mr. L S Subramanian, NISE Technology.

Speaking about MTLEXSSPOT, Mtlexs 
Chief Operating Officer Saloni V. 

Kothari said, “MtlexsSpot is a dedicated 
e-commerce platform for the non-ferrous 
metal industry, where all non-ferrous 
metals products including primary ingots, 
scrap materials and downstream products 
can be traded.”

Speaking about metal trading at the 
event, Mr. Devang Rawal, Executive Vice 
President & Head – Corporate Finance 
at Aditya Birla Finance Ltd., stated, 
“Conventional way of trading in metal has 
moved away from physical to web based.”

Further, Bhadresh Pathak, Senior 
President & Head - Business Banking, 
YES Bank, stated, “Yes Bank is glad that 
the industry is moving in this direction. 
International trade will be dealt in this 
manner in future”. 

Mtlexs also organized a round table 
conference during the first day of the 
conference with dignitaries including Mr. 
Balvinder Kumar, IAS- Secretary, Ministry 
of Mines ; Mr. P. Ramnath; Mr. D K 
Das, Chief Marketing Officer, Hindalco 
Industries Ltd; Dr. Biswajit Nag, Associate 
Professor, Indian Institute of Foreign Trade; 
Mr. J C Laddha, Group Executive President- 
Copper, Hindalco Industries Ltd; Mr. Rikab 
Mehta, Sr. Vice President, Bombay Metal 
Exchange (BME); Engr. Salam Sharif, 
Mr. Sudhir Agarwal, President, Inland 
Importers & Consumers Association 
& Bureau of International Recycling 
(BIR)- Ambassador; Mr. Rohit Shah, Vice 
President, Metal Recycling Association of 
India; Mr. K. D. Diwan, CMD – Hindustan 
Copper; Mr. L Pugazhenthy, Executive 
Director, India Lead Zinc Development 
Association; Mr. Rahul Prithiani, Director, 
Industry & Customised Research, CRISIL; 
Mr. Suneel R Mardia, CEO- Mtlexs. 

The round-table was organized to 
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discuss the pain points of the industry, 
how to make the non-ferrous metals 
ecosystem future-ready and how to 
increase the demand for these metals in 
India. During the round table, it was well 
agreed that the primary, secondary and 
the recycling industry will work together to 
find new application, innovate to increase 
the demand of these metals in India and 
also make a joint representation to the 
government to discuss their pain points.

At the round table, Mr. P. Ramnath said, 
“We have some issues common to 

entire industry. One of the issues is FTAs. 
Other issue is export incentive for copper 
products which was there until April 2015. 
This incentive was huge benefit to the 
industry and has been removed abruptly. 
We are looking at how we can cooperate 
and present to the government as a single 
industry rather than going separately. This 
would also help the government in taking 
a holistic view”.

Giving his opinion on issues in the 
industry, Mr. Rohit Shah, Vice President, 
Metal Recycling Association of India 
stated, “Since last 5 years, we have been 
approaching the government for level 
playing field or some benefit for the 
industry, but they have clearly said that 
the industry has to mold itself. If primary 
producers change their methodology of 
pricing their domestic sale of goods, the 
downstream will be interested to buy their 
100% requirement locally”.

Mr. J C Laddha mentioned, “Copper 
industry, including primary as well as 
downstream industries, needs to work 
together as one industry. When we take 
up any point with government, suggestion 
comes that copper industry should come 
together and make up their mind on what 

issues the government can work on which 
doesn’t not hurt either’s interest”. Mr. J 
C Laddha also requested the government 
to consider the reinstatement of export 
incentive.

Mr. J C Laddha concluded by 
commenting on the issue of foreign trade 
agreement. He stated that if the situation 
is not addressed; it will be difficult to keep 
operations viable in long run. 

Engr. Salam Al Sharif stated that the 
regulations in India should smoothen out 
day to day issues in the business industry. 
He appealed to the government that 
instead of having 5 per cent duty on scrap 
metals, they should abolish it and put it 
on finished products.

Speaking at the round table conference, 
Mr. Balvinder Kumar said that the 
government has to protect various 
segments of metal industry, whether it is 
aluminum, copper, lead or zinc.

“There are various protection measures 
such as tariff barriers, MIP, import duty or 
safeguard duty. The government desires to 
build a consensus among various sectors of 
the industry. There are many stakeholders 
within the aluminium industry. There 
should be broad consensus for whatever 
measures the government decides”, Mr. 
Balvinder Kumar stated.

“We have to protect primary 
manufacturers, but we want to have 
consensus among all stakeholders in the 
aluminium industry. We have had 4-5 
discussions in recent past. All segments 
have their own challenges and own 
demands. Keeping that in mind, we are 
working out a solution. Hopefully, we will 
go for increase in import duty not only 
for primary aluminium but for secondary 
industry also”. 

Mr. D K Das said, “40% of aluminium 
consumption comes from power sector. 
If more power projects come up, more 
aluminium will be consumed. For, 
packaging and transportation industry, 
we can collaborate with end users and 
work side by side in increasing aluminium 
demand”.

Speaking at the conference, Mr. K. 
D. Diwan, said, “Non-ferrous metal 
industry as a whole is passing through 
a crucial phase. We are facing many 
challenges in our day-to-day business 
such as import of all non-ferrous metals. 
Though government is aware and we 
have approached the government to take 
corrective measures, adequate measures 
have not been taken so far”.

For zinc application, Mr. Pugazhenthy 
said, “New applications in renewable 
energy is an area where more steel will 
be used. And when money flows in all 
these infrastructure industries I see a 
double digit growth in zinc demand in 
this country. We are encouraging new 
applications of zinc”.

Concluding the conference, Mr. 
Suneel Mardia, CEO-Mtlexs, said that 
the conference has been successful in 
bringing together all members of the 
industry on one page. He mentioned that 
the primary industry, secondary industry 
and the recycling industry has agreed to 
make collaborative efforts for the benefit 
of the industry. 

Mr. Mardia also said, “Members 
have also given their suggestions on 
innovations to improve demand for NFM 
in India. Primary industries are willing to 
cooperate with secondary as well as end 
user industry”. �
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The World Non-Ferrous Conference was well represented by over 300 participants from more than 225 entities as below:


