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Ensuring that our employees go home 
safely each day has long been a top priority 
for me, the Aluminum Association and the 
aluminium industry. As CEO of a secondary 
aluminium producer and Chairman of 
the Aluminum Association, I commit to 
creating a safe work environment each 
and every day. Together and through the 
work of the Association’s safety programs, 
I think we can make accidents in the 
industry a thing of the past. 

Sustainability is a leading differentiator 
for our metal, and safety is a key 
component of that sustainability. In my 
view we cannot be sustainable without 
first being safe. We must continue to 
make the well-being of our employees 
a top priority as we drive for continued 
advances in our safety performance.  

The Aluminum Association is committed 
to advancing safety and actively working to 
make the goal of a “zero incident” industry 
a reality. This cannot be accomplished by 
a single approach, but rather through 
multiple initiatives. Association programs 
address safety by providing guidance 
on the safe production and handling of 
aluminium, through on going testing and 
reporting, and by sharing best practices 
between companies.

A molten metal explosion is the single 
greatest safety issue in the aluminium 
industry as it can cause catastrophic 
injuries and fatalities in addition to 
significant property damage. Although 
explosions are a rare occurrence given 
the billions of pounds of molten metal 
handled safely each year, when one does 
occur the results can be devastating. 

In an effort to mitigate and ultimately 
eliminate the hazard, the Association 
has developed a full suite of guidance 
covering all aspects of molten aluminium 
management, beginning with its newly 

revised and released Fourth Edition 
‘Guidelines for Handling Molten 
Aluminium’, which is the foundational 
document on the subject.  The first 
edition was published in 1980, was 
updated again in 1990 and 2002 and is 
now newly updated in 2016 with revisions 
reflecting hundreds of years of collective 
expertise in managing molten aluminium 
accumulated by many leading industry 
experts. Other key guidance provided 
by the Association to support the safe 
management of molten metal include 
Guidelines for Aluminum Sow Casting and 
Charging and Guidelines for Aluminum 
Scrap Receiving and Inspection.  

Recognising that not all safety hazards 
are related to molten metal, the Association 
also offers guidance on handling 
aluminium fines, the safe management 
of aluminium powders and pastes and 
handling aluminium-lithium alloys. All of 
these publications are available through 
the Association’s bookstore at
www.aluminum.org/bookstore.  

Another key plank in the industry’s 
safety platform is the sharing of best 
practices. The Association provides a 
recurring workshop – the Casthouse 
Safety Workshop (CHSW) – twice a 
year. The CHSW provides a forum for 
workers to learn the latest information on 
casthouse management. Since 1993, our 
workshops have trained more than 3,000 
industry employees. To sign up for our 
next workshop, go to
www.aluminum.org/events.

The Association’s Casthouse Safety 
Workshops are continuously updated 
to provide participants with current 
information and best practices to keep 
their operations running safely and 
smoothly. Importantly, the workshops 
allow for the assessment of real world 

scenarios so attendees learn the facts 
and causes of recent major incidents to 
help prevent them from occurring in the 
future. In addition to the workshops, 
the Association sponsors considerable 
research into the cause and prevention 
of molten metal explosions, building 
upon the base of information established 
by extensive work at the Alcoa Technical 
Center. The industry has been very open 
about its efforts and we have shared 
our research findings with government 
agencies and other industry groups with 
similar concerns.

In addition to guidance and sharing 
best practices, the Association collects 
reporting of industry incidents in the 
form of Molten Metal Incident Reports. 
Each year the Association compiles and 
releases summary information on molten 
aluminium incidents in the prior year. 
This reporting is supported through 
voluntary incident submissions into the 
Association with over 200 companies 
actively participating. The Association 
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encourages the reporting of all incidents, 
no matter how small, into the reporting 
program so that trends can be assessed 
and opportunities for hazard mitigation 
identifi ed. More information on the 
Molten Metal Incident Report, including 
details on how to get involved, is available 
on the Association’s website at
www.aluminum.org/safety.  

Overall, the aluminium industry has 
made signifi cant progress in prioritising 
safety in recent years. We have seen a steady 
decrease in injuries and illnesses reported 
by the industry to the Occupational 
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA) 
over the past decade. In fact, 2014 was 
the safest year on record for the U.S. 
aluminium industry, according to data 
from the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics. 

The report – the BLS Workplace Injury 
and Illness Summary – showed that the 
number of recordable workplace safety 
incidents in the aluminium industry 
fell to their lowest level since tracking 
began in the current system in 1994. The 
tremendous safety improvements made 
by aluminium producers and recyclers 
provide a foundation upon which to drive 

further improvements toward the ultimate 
goal of zero safety incidents. At its most 
basic level, working safely is a commitment 
that each of us must make every day and 
I urge you to take advantage of all the 
safety leadership that the Association has 
to offer.

Participate in the next Casthouse Safety 
Workshop. Learn from the wealth of 
information in the Association’s guidance 
documents. And report any molten metal 
incidents in to the Association.

It is through actions like these that we 
can move together toward our industry 
goal of zero safety incidents. I think all of 
us can agree that every aluminium worker 
deserves to go home safely each day. 
It’s time to make safety incidents in the 
aluminium industry a thing of the past. �
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