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Association update
As the Aluminium Federation (ALFED) names its new
President, Aluminium International Today spoke exclusively to
Adrian Platt (pictured) about how he will take on this role.

“I am very passionate about manufacturing and the role
aluminium can play in a sustainable future”
1. What does it mean to you to be
elected as the new President of
ALFED?
I am honoured and proud to be elected
President of the Aluminium Federation at
what is a vital time for securing the future
of our industry.
Working within the aluminium sector
for more than 13 years, and as an ALFED
board member since 2012, at no time did I
imagine that one day I would be President
of such a prestigious organisation. To be
elected ALFED President, is a privilege for
me, and a compliment for Befesa.
2. What will be the first thing you do
as President?
It is my intention to meet with
representatives of the UK government,
building upon the outstanding work of
our past President, Simon MacVicker, in
promoting the aluminium industry and the
role it plays in underpinning the growth of
a modern manufacturing sector in the UK.
3. In what way have you and your
company Befesa been associated
with ALFED in the past?
For many years both I and Befesa have
been active supporters of ALFED and the
excellent work it does in ‘fighting the
corner’ of the UK aluminium sector. We
have worked closely with ALFED in many

areas, including those affecting both our
business and the future of the aluminium
industry, engaging with politicians from
across the political spectrum. ALFED’s
excellent technical skills and experience
have also proved to be a valuable asset to
our business in the UK and abroad.
4. Do you have any specific areas
of the role that you’re interested in
pursuing first?
I intend to ensure that my first
consideration will be given to the views and
issues affecting our member companies.
The relationship between ALFED and
its members is of critical importance for
the future success of both the member
companies and the aluminium industry
in the UK, and this will be one of my top
priorities.
5. What excites you most about this
position?
I am very passionate about manufacturing
and the role aluminium can play in a
sustainable future. The role of President
allows me the possibility to be directly
involved in both of these areas, at a time
when the UK is working to facilitate a
resurgence in manufacturing.
6. Are there any challenges you
foresee with regards to the UK

aluminium industry?
The two main challenges for the UK
aluminium industry are energy pricing
within the UK, and the application of
legislation which can lead to UK companies
being at a competitive disadvantage
compared
to
our
international
competitors.
7. How important is it for the UK
aluminium industry to have a
supporting body like ALFED?
ALFED has always been a strong trade
association, promoting the aluminium
industry and protecting the interests of its
members, but this is becoming more and
more important. With the ever increasing
levels of global competition and the
modern world’s demands for more and
more legislation, it is extremely important
for companies to work together within
a strong trade association to ensure that
the voice of industry is heard, to ensure a
sustainable UK aluminium industry for the
future.
8. What do you hope will be the
outcome of your time as President?
I want to build on the achievements of
my predecessors, continuing the work in
promoting the aluminium industry in the
UK, whilst ensuring that our members
are fully engaged with ALFED, and ALFED
with its members. 
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